
A guide to the MPS ELL grammar checklists

These checklists are in DRAFT form.  They will be revised as needed once we have used them for a 
while!

The checklists were developed to break down the grammatical skills needed for ELL students to access 
the curriculum.  We cross-referenced the MPS literacy profiles with the WIDA English language 
standards to identify the discrete grammar skills expected at each grade level cluster and within each 
grade cluster, across levels of English language proficiency.  

Items in italics are items referenced at an earlier grade cluster.

The items in the strand “Language Structures and Vocabulary Development” are further divided into 
these categories:
Nouns
Verbs
Syntax
Adjectives
Adverbs
Prepositions
WH- Questions
Usage
Word Forms

These checklists were developed in 2004-2006 by the ELL vertical team:  
Nancy Brown
Sylvia Fagin
Mary Lynn Lobello
Marianne McNamara
Brian Miller
Suchada Sanonguthai
With professional development support from Kathy Menke and Barb Sargent of St. Michael’s 
University.
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NB:  To print these checklists, use legal sized paper, landscape, with .5” margins on each side.


